31st Annual Group Meet on Rabi Pulses held at CSAUAT, Kanpur 29-30 August 2026
The 31st Annual Group Meeting on Rabi Pulses was held on August 29-30, 2026, at CSAUA&T Kanpur, in which over 150 scientists from different ICAR Institutes, State Agricultural Universities, BARC, and CGIAR Institutes (ICRISAT and ICARDA) participated. 
During the inauguration on August 29, Dr. M. L. Jat, Secretary of DARE and Director General of ICAR, emphasized the importance of breeding for nutrient use efficiency and the necessity of breaking the yield barrier in pulses. He highlighted the role of micronutrients in enhancing pulse productivity and advocated for a shift toward pulse-based agri-food systems to achieve sustainability, resilience, and nutritional security.
Dr. D. K. Yadava, Deputy Director General-Crop Science, ICAR pointed out the challenges that limit pulse productivity. He emphasized the development of high-yielding pulse varieties and the need to identify specific traits suitable for rice fallow conditions.
Dr. Sanjeev Gupta, Vice Chancellor of CSAUA&T Kanpur, discussed strategies for achieving self-sufficiency in pulse production. 
Dr. Sanjeev Jha, Assistant Director General (O&P) at ICAR, stressed the importance of farmer-centric research.
Dr. G. P. Dixit, Director, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur outlined future research priorities for pulses at ICAR-IIPR. 
Dr. Shailesh Tripathi, Project Coordinator of the AICRP on Rabi Pulses, presented key research progress for the year 2025-26.
Following the inauguration, the session on PI presentation - Crop Improvement, Crop Protection, and Crop Production was held which was chaired by Dr. D. K. Yadava (DDG-Crop Sciences, ICAR) and co-chaired by Dr. S. K. Jha (ADG – Oilseeds & Pulses). In the evening, the session on national and international collaboration was held in which presentations were made by scientists from ICRISAT and ICARDA.
On August 30, the session on FLD, TSP, and Breeder Seed production was conducted, which was chaired by Dr. P. R. Chaudhary (ADG Seeds, ICAR) and co-chaired by Dr. A. Anandan (Director, ICAR-NISST, Mau). 
The session on technical program formulation for crop improvement, crop production, and crop protection was chaired by Dr. Sanjeev Gupta (Vice Chancellor, CSAUA&T Kanpur) and co-chaired by Dr. G. P. Dixit (Director, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The plenary session was chaired by Dr. Sanjeev Gupta (Vice Chancellor, CSAUA&T Kanpur) and co-chaired by Dr. G. P. Dixit (Director, ICAR-IIPR, Kanpur). The two-day Annual Group Meet ended with vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Shailesh Tripathi (PC, ICAR-AICRP Rabi Pulses).
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